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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIN, NL 

SUBJ: GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT ON EXPORT CREDIT 

REE: STATE 036621 

1. EMBASSY WAS UNABLE TO REACH RESPONSIBLE FINANCE MINISTRY 
OFEICIAL (LEDEBOER) UNTIL FEB 20 TO DISCUSS REFTEL. AS IT 
HAPPENS, LEDEBOER WAS IN BRUSSELS ON FEB 19, WHERE HE 
DISCUSSED US PROPOSALS WITH HIS EC-NINE COLLEAGUES AND MRS. 
ARCHIBALD OF EC COMMISSION. 
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2. ACCORDING TO LEDEBOER, HIS GERMAN COLLEAGUE IN BRUSSELS WAS 
UNABLE TO REMAIN THROUGHOUT ALL OF CONSULTATIONS ON FEB 19. 

IT WAS THEREFORE DECIDED TO HOLD FOLLOW-UP MEETING BETWEEN EC- 
NINE AND COMMISSION ON US PROPOSALS SOMETIME NEXT WEEK. 

3. LEDEBOER SAID HE THOUGHT TEXT OF AGREEMENT PROVIDED REFTEL 
WAS "GOOD PAPER" AND APART FROM SOME MINOR POINTS, WAS IN 
LINE WITH DUTCH THINKING. LEDEBOER DID NOT ELABORATE ON WHAT 
THESE MINOR POINTS WERE, SAYING THEY WOULD BE SUBJECT OF 
CONSULTATION AND PERHAPS NEGOTIATION. FROM CONVERSATION WITH 
LEDEBOER, WE GATHER MRS. ARCHIBALD WILL COORDINATE EC RESPONSE 
TO US PROPOSAL FOR INFORMAL SESSION PRIOR TO TECHNICAL MEETING. 
GOULD 
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